
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
APPENDIX L 

Environmental Monitoring Plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING PLAN
Prepared for

Rolling Upland Wind Farm



1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project Information

The Rolling Upland Wind Farm is a wind project proposed to be constructed in the Town of Madison in Madison
County, New York by Rolling Upland Wind Farm LLC (“Rolling Upland”). The project includes the construction
and operation of up to 36 wind turbines, the installation and operation of associated collection lines, access roads,
and related facilities (the “Project”).

1.2 Purpose of this Environmental Monitoring Plan

Rolling Upland has prepared this Preliminary Environmental Monitoring Plan (the “Plan” or “EMP”) to outline the
process and responsibilities for a qualified party to serve as a environmental monitor (“Environmental Monitor”) to
ensure conditions of various environmental permits are met during construction.

The Plan provides the Environmental Monitor a reference to aid in managing environmental issues that may be
encountered during Project construction. Potential environmental impacts could occur during construction of
roads, foundations, erosion control devices, electrical collection lines and equipment, and wind turbines. The Plan
contains the framework for the daily and long term monitoring and reporting structure to ensure that the Project is
completed within the environmental parameters set forth in the permits issued for the Project. The Plan is intended
to be a “living” document, which will develop as the Project progresses.

1.3 Plan Organization and Contents

The sections of this Plan are organized as follows:

• Section 2 discusses the organization and supervision of personnel during construction, including
reporting structure, authorities, and responsibilities.

• Section 3 discusses the Environmental Monitor’s role during construction.

• Section 4 provides the necessary information to ensure proper documentation of environmental
monitoring activities and potential incidents.

• Section 5 summarizes permit conditions expected from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation that will apply to Project construction.

This is a Preliminary plan prepared as part of the SEQRA review of the Project. It references permits and
conditions which have not been issued or addressed, but which are typical for projects of this type. Final permits
and conditions may differ from what is shown in this Preliminary Plan.

An updated version of this Plan will be issued prior to the start of significant construction activities. The updated
version will contain appendices that are copies of the permits and conditions that have been issued for the Project
and various documents that will assist the Environmental Monitor in its daily duties.

2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING ORGANIZATION AND REPORTING

2.1 Reporting Structure



The Environmental Monitor manages the environmental issues associated with the construction of the Project
including monitoring, documenting, and reporting functions. The Environmental Monitor has complete authority to
order the correction of activities in violation of any permits or obligation. The Environmental Monitor also acts as
independent oversight of Project construction activities.

The Environmental Monitor will report to and coordinate on-site activities with Rolling Upland’s on-site
construction manager (the “Site Manager”). Rolling Upland’s Environmental Manager (the “Environmental
Manager”) will support the Site Manager and should receive copies of all reports prepared by the Environmental
Monitor.

2.2 Environmental Monitor Authority and Responsibilities

The Environmental Monitor has the authority and responsibility to perform the following tasks:

• Ensure that environmental permits have been received and that applicable agency notifications as
required by permits have been given prior to commencing work in a given area. This task will be
coordinated with Rolling Upland
.
• Conduct pre-construction meeting and periodic site meetings with contractors to review applicable
permit conditions and requirements specific to the contractor’s scope of work.

• Conduct contractor training sessions to review applicable permit conditions and potential problem areas
for a given area of construction.

• Monitor and document the contractors’ adherence to environmental specifications.

• Review the temporary and permanent stormwater and erosion controls for proper installation and
maintenance in accordance with the Project SWPPP and record changes to the SWPPP necessitated by
field conditions.

• Prepare documentation required by the Plan and any applicable permits, including but not limited to
Non-Compliance Reports as necessary.

• Make required internal and agency notifications when non-compliance or any reportable violations occur.

• Order remedial action for violations of environmental regulations.

The Environmental Monitor does not have the authority to:

• Change the requirements and specifications of the Project drawings without approval from the Site
Manager after engineering and permit compliance review.

• Allow the contractor to change their scope of work. Changes to work scopes must be approved by the
Site Manager or Project Manager after engineering and permit compliance review.

• Direct the contractor’s work as the contractor must preserve their independent contractor status.

3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING PROGRAM

The Environmental Monitor will represent Rolling Upland and monitor compliance with the environmental permits
and regulations pertaining to the Project. The Environmental Monitor will work under the supervision of the Site



Manager, and will have peer status with any other QA/QC monitors on the Project site. For general noncompliance
issues, the monitor will work in conjunction with Rolling Upland and the construction personnel responsible for
the areas where the non-compliance exists to resolve the issue and rectify any problems.

3.1 General Activities

The Environmental Monitor will monitor contractor compliance with Rolling Upland’s environmental plans and
programs as well as all Federal, State, and local permits and approvals. To achieve this goal, the Environmental
Monitor will have the following responsibilities:

• Observation and documentation of construction activities to monitor that work is completed in
compliance with the environmental permit drawings and specifications issued for the Project. Reports,
photographs, and as-built information will be gathered as needed to demonstrate compliance with permit
requirements.

• Review the temporary and permanent stormwater and erosion controls for compliance with the Project
SWPPP and record changes to the SWPPP necessitated by field conditions.

• Identify any areas where the stormwater and erosion controls are deficient or ineffective and require such
deficiencies to be corrected as per specifications or regulations.

• Communicate with construction personnel and equipment operators to stay within designated
construction areas and use only approved access roads.

• Ensure that fuel handling and equipment maintenance operations so that these activities are performed
away from wetlands and water bodies. Also, ensure that the contractor maintains the necessary spill
response material as mandated by the SWPPP and Spill Prevention and Response Plan.

• Review with the contractor previously identified sensitive areas, such as wetlands, where special
construction techniques will be required. Monitor that work in these areas is conducted as per the drawings
and specifications approved for these areas and in accordance with all federal, state, and local permit
conditions.

• Monitor that work within agricultural fields is conducted in accordance with the guidance document
issued by New York State Department of Agriculture & Markets. This includes proper stockpiling of
topsoil, segregation of subsoil and topsoil, and restoration methodologies. The plan and guidance are
provided in the
appendices.

• Monitor that all environmental mitigation and restoration plans (i.e. stream and wetland crossings,
seeding, erosion control, de-compaction, etc.) are implemented in accordance with construction drawings
and specifications and in accordance with all federal, state, and local permit conditions.

• Preparation of routine reports of inspection activities that document general compliance and
noncompliance situations where remedial action is required.

• Preparation of monthly and final reports, as required.

Applicable checklists and daily inspection logs will serve as a basis for the reporting structure.

3.2 Inspection Activities



The Environmental Monitor will conduct routine inspections of all areas of ongoing construction activities with an
emphasis on those activities that are occurring within environmentally sensitive areas. The monitor will work with
Rolling Upland to establish inspection priorities, depending on the nature and location of ongoing activities and the
sensitivity of a given area. Prior to inspection, the schedule will include time in the morning to meet with
construction staff and the Site Manager to obtain schedule updates and priorities, in-field monitoring activities, and
time in the afternoon for completion and filing of monitoring reports.

Activities that will be focused on include initial grading activities in agricultural fields, crossings of wetlands or
streams, and installation of SWPPP measures. It is anticipated that several operations occurring throughout the
Project Area will need to be spot-checked on a regular basis. For instance, clearing and grading activities may be
prioritized over inspection of a less intensive activity. Should the construction work extend into nighttime hours or
weekends, the environmental monitoring staff will adjust their work schedules to cover work in environmentally
sensitive areas as needed.

3.3 Incident Investigation

An environmental incident is defined as an unplanned event with the potential for undesirable environmental
consequences. These incidents can range from a “near miss” to an accident. A near miss is an action that had the
potential to create an environmental incident; however, no adverse effect occurred. These incidents will be
documented in the monitoring report, highlighted and distributed to the Site Manager in order to ensure that the
action does not occur in the future and result in an adverse affect on the environment. An accident is a situation
where an action occurs that results in an actual adverse effect on the environment. In this instance, a
noncompliance report should be completed.

All environmental incidents, including near misses, should be verbally reported to the Site Manager as soon as
practical after the situation has been controlled by the Environmental Monitor. In situations where immediate
regulatory notifications are required, such as spills that exceed the reportable quantities limitations, the notification
should be made by the Environmental Monitor, Site Manager or Contractor. Where immediate notification is not
required, notification may be made by the Environmental Monitor or Site Manager, if appropriate. These
notifications may include spills that do not exceed the reportable quantity threshold or situations where damage
occurs to wetlands or streams outside of the permitted areas. In these cases and where necessary, the appropriate
agencies will be notified so that they have an opportunity to provide guidance toward remediation.

Incident investigation will involve determining, to the level of detail possible, the cause of the incident. A critical
aspect of these investigations will be determining actions or policies that can be implemented to minimize the
possibility of recurrence. If preventative actions are developed, they will be integrated into the meetings conducted
with contractors and noted on the monitor’s monitoring reports.

4.0 PROJECT DOCUMENTATION

Detailed documentation is vital to ensuring compliance with regulatory requirements and standards associated with
sensitive environmental issues and areas. Project documentation also simplifies the Environmental Monitor’s
responsibilities by providing a framework for addressing all potential implications of a construction project on the
environment. Rolling Upland’s Environmental Monitor will be responsible for preparing and submitting several
reports consisting of summaries of construction and post construction activities. The Environmental Monitor may
also be required to prepare periodic and/or final reports for submittal to local, state, or federal agencies, depending
on permit conditions.

4.1 Daily Report



Observations and communications regarding compliance issues throughout the project will be recorded daily in an
Environmental Log Book. These records will be used to prepare the Monthly Compliance Reports detailed in the
following section.

4.2 Monthly Report

The Environmental Inspector will present monthly summary statistical reports to the Site Manager to be used in
monthly compliance audit inspections.

The Project will conduct the monthly audit during site preparation, construction, and restoration, and at least
annually for two years after the project is operational. The inspection will review the status of all certification
conditions, requirements, and commitments as well as a field review of the project, if necessary.

The inspection report will include:

• Reviews of all complaints received and their proposed or actual resolutions;

• Reviews of any significant comments, concerns, or suggestions made by the public, local governments,
or other agencies;

• Reviews of the status of the Project in relation to the overall schedule established prior to construction;
and

• Any other items Project owners or agency staff consider appropriate.




